
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



25* 



On Caloric. 



[Dec. 



and in fact (to use a strong expression) 
this nakedness of dress must (provided 
Madam W*s reasoning be right) form 
an impenetrable cloak against the de- 
tection of the vices of the present day. 

I must, however, warn my fair read- 
ers of one unpleasant consequence re- 
sulting froro the present fashions: our 
climate is almost proverbially unsteady, 
which may frequently make the dress 
suitable for the meridian heat, a source 
of disease and death, when continued 
lobe adopted without alteration, dur- 
ing the whole twenty-four hours of re- 
velry and dissipalion ; a source of in- 
convenience and disappointment this, 
which is to be seriously regretted by 
every true fashionable. How many 
delightful opportunities of giving a 
husband an additional title, to dis- 
tinguish him from the common herd of 
society, have been lost by the unlucky 
interference of a severe twinge of the 
rheumatism ! How many charming Dc- 
jeunes have been given up to the im- 
perious commands of the tooth-ache 
and flannel, and how frequently has a 
feverish cold carried off our fair friends 
just at the commencement of a new 
'fashion! how provoking! how vexa- 
tious ! ! 

I own that the system of painting 
certain parts of the body, so generally 
adopted at present, in some measure 
remedies the ill-effects arising from 
the nakedness of those parts. It stops 
up the pores so effectually as to 
prevent (like the centinel of a besieg- 
ed town) any thing- from going out 
or coming in, and indeed I would 
most seriously advise my fair country- 
women either to lay on more clothes, 
or more paints. Something of the kind 
must be resorted to, unless the fair 
martyrs wish the coroner's inquest to 
return the verdict of lunacy in the 
event of their demises. 

It is usual at the sale of slaves in the 
West Indies and America, to expose 
the unfortunate victims in a complete 
state of nakedness, in order that they 
maybe thoroughly examined respect- 
ing the state of their health, the sound- 
ness of their limbs, &c. Thus every 
body has a fair chance of suiting his 
fancy or his wants, and if a purchaser 
shall have overlooked any defect, he 
may afterwards notice in his purchase, 
he can have nobod v to blame but him- 



self, as at the sale he was permitted to 
handle and examine in every direction. 
The system seems to be coming into 
pretty general practice in these coun- 
tries, on what priuciple 1 know not, 
unless it may have been considered 
absolutely necessary for the preserva- 
tion of society that it should be adher- 
ed to, and as the abolition of the slave- 
trade has threatened to do away the 
naked examinations in the new xvorld, 
we of the old, with a laudable violation 
of common decency, are determined 
to perpetuate the practice in our own 
persons; and, indeed, whenever I see a 
fair exposee tripping it gaily alongsome 
of the public walks, I cannot help sus- 
pecting her of intending to exhibit her- 
self for examination in the sluve-murket 
to those who may choose to pur- 
chase', w. 

Ntxvry, KUkOcL 1808. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

THE experiments made by Count 
Rumford, in order to ascertain whe- 
therCaloric was possessed of any gravi- 
ty, and which have been alluded to, m 
your last number, under the articleCa- 
loric, seem to me by no means so con- 
clusive, as to leave the matter perfectly 
free from being questionable. The 
Count, if I remember right, dwelt much 
on the exceedingaccuracy of the balance 
he used on the occasion, and without 
intending to imply a doubt as to the 
care he took in procuring a very deli- 
cate instrument, determining the exact 
equilibrium of the bottles, &c. I 
do not feel fully satisfied that it was 
possible for him to be able to decide 
upon a case of so very delicate a na- 
ture, with the help oi the very best in- 
struments that could be formed by the 
ingenuity of man. 

The gravity of light, has been at- 
tempted to be proved, by a Mr. Win- 
ter of Whitby, by the help of a very 
simple analogy ; taking it for granted, 
that (as in the case of air, or uuter) the 
densities of different fluids, are as their 
resistances reciprocally, and that in 
the same manner their undulations, or 
velocities, are to each other, as their 
specific gravities; thus he found that the 
weight of solar light, was to that of air 
nearly in the ratio of 400,000, to 1, and 
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consequently that the specific gravity 
of light is to that of water, as 400,000, 
000, to 1, nearly. Allowing the velo- 
city of solar light anil heat, to he simul- 
taneous, the ratio of the specific gra- 
vity of heat to that of water must 
also be nearly as 400,000,000 to 
one. 

Supposing (hat the contents of each 
bottle used by the Count, to weigh 
L'lbs. Troy, and that the bulk of the ca- 
loric capable of reducing the ice to a 
state of fluidity amounted to i the bulk 
of the ice, there would be added to the 
absolute weight of the latter, about the 
500 millioneth part of its original weight, 
which it would be impossible to ascer- 
tain by means of the nicest balance. Ail 
therefore that can with propriety be 
deduced from the Count's experiments, 
is that the gravity of caloric is so very 
trifling as to bailie the application of 
practical experiments in proving it. 

I am Sir, yours, &c. &c. 
Newrg, i&th Oct. " W. 

- - j a s 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

ACCORDING to the theory of 
Lavoisier, the combination ot light 
and oxygen, exhibits itself in the form 
of lire. 

To adopt the language of your Cor- 
respondent Mechanims, soaring in the 
high and rarefied atmosphere oj theory, 
is of little service without keeping our 
eyes attentively fixed also on practical 
experiments; I have found this amply 
verified in putting the subject of your 
Correspondent C. D. to the test of ex- 
periment. At the distance of 18 inches, 
from a tire, 1 this day placed a ther- 
mometer in a room completely dark ; 
(lie thermometer rose to 109 degrees, 
where it remained stationary. 1 then 
threw open the window shutters, and ad- 
mitted the light of the sun to strike on 
the fire ; and the thermometer mobt 
obstinately remained at 109 degrees. 

A pint of water also boiled on a fire 
in a darkened room ; and another pint 
on a second lire, exposed to the action 
of solar light, in exactly the same 
time. 

N. B. the heat of both the fires was 
found to be the same by the help of 
the thermometer. 

As it is in the power of your Corres- 



pondent, to make the experiment for 
himself, he will be enabled to satisfy 
his curiosity very easily on the subject. 
I need not say any thing in addition, 
but that as I fell into an error, from de- 
pending merely on theory, I am glad 
my practical experiment lias afforded 
me an opportunity of detecting and 
acknowledging it thus publicly, lam 
sir, your constant reader, 
16th Oct. J 808. Tybo. 

To tlte Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

Monstmm horreaduui, inforine, iiigens: 
stat nomine Humbug. 

MR. EP1TOR, 

COMPLAINT is fheprivilege of the 
sufferer: I therefore claim your 
attention, until I state my grievance. 

I am objiged to reside in a small 
town. This, of itself, forms no part 
of my complaint; as to me, what is 
termed want of society, presents no 
horrors. My pursuits are rather out 
of fashion, and my modes of thinking 
equally so; as for example, I find lit- 
tle inducement to prefer the insipid 
gossipping of a tea-table, or wbat is 
technically named, a ghost, to the in- 
teresting converse my inclinations lead 
me to cultivate " with the mighty 
dead." 

How striking the contrast !.... On the 
one side the frivolous, tbeperts, the in- 
sipid, disgusting with the nauseous re- 
petitions of worn-out witticisms, nau- 
seous even to the utterer, and given 
through the mere incapacity of present- 
ing better; on the other, those whom 
Richard de Bury feelingly and not in- 
elegantly describes (speaking of his 
books) " Hi sunt magistri, qui nos in- 
struunt sine virgis & ferula, sine verbis 
& colera, sine pane & pecunia. Si ac- 
cedis, non dorniiunt; si inquiris, non 
se abscondunt ; nou remurmurant, si 
oberres; cachinnos nesciunt, si ig- 



* Richard de Bury died in I3«. On 
the accession of Edward III. he was made 
successively Bishop of Durham, Chan- 
cellor and Treasurer of Knjrland. He was 
singularly studious, and his passion for 
books rose, as he himself acknowledges, 
to a pitch of madness. He had considera- 
ble riches, and expended the whole in 
purchasing scarce and curious manu- 
scripts, and getting others copied. The 



